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Madam  Chairperson, 
Distinguished  Members  of  the WG, 
Distinguished  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Indigenous  Sisters  and  Brothers 

First of  all, I would like to thank you Madam Chairperson for  providing me this 
opportunity of  expressing my views. I have come from  the Kingdom of  Nepal, situated on the lap 
of  the world's highest peak, the Chomolungma (Mt. Everest). Please accept my warm greetings 
and solidarity and from  all the indigenous people of  Nepal to all of  you here. 

I have the pleasure in informing  you that there are many different  groups of  indigenous 
peoples in Nepal with their own distinct historical, cultural, linguistics, traditional, religious 
identities. Ethnically they are as follows-  Kirat Rai (Khambu), Kirat Yakthung (Limbu), Gurung, 
Tamang, Magar, Newar, Sunuwar, Danuwar, Tharu, Thakali, Thami, Majhi, Sherpa, Hayu, 
Hyolmo, Jirel, Surel, Chepang, Chhantyal, Dura, Pahari, Satar, Rajbansfai,  Meche, Dhimal, 
Yakkha etc. All these communities are widely known as the nationalities. The term 
"nationalities" refers  the indigenous peoples to the context of  Nepal. Most of  them are now 
organised and are affliated  to the Nepal Federation of  Nationalities, (NEFEN). 

Kirat Rais are one of  the ancient community, widely inhabitated in the eastern Nepal, 
formely  the Kirat Pradesh and still known as the Khambuwan. Kirat Rais have unique and rich 
cultural heritage, history, traditons and more than 28 different  dialects according to Dr. N.K. Rai. 
Their religion is based on the ancient animism. After  the dawn of  democracy in 1990, like other 
nationalities, the Kirat Rais have also established their own orgnaization known as the KIRAT 
RAI YAYOKKHA, an active member organization of  the NEFEN, 

And Koyu Rai is one of  the branch of  the Kirat Rais 
with their own dialect known as the Koyu or Koi which is in danger of  becoming extinct Kirat 
Koyu Rais1 Uplifting  Association (KKRUA), an affiliate  of  the KRY has been formed  to protect 
and preserve Koyu dialect. 



Madam Chairperson, 

KKRUA supports the Martinez Cobo's definition  of  the IPs and also the ILO Convention 
No. 169 on the ITPs. On behalf  of  the KKRUA, I would like to appreciate the works of  the 
Hon'ble WGIP Chairperson Rapporteur and fully  support the works including the opening 
remarks. KKRUA expresses its commitment to endorse the UN Draft  Declaration on the Rights 
of  IPs and hereby appeals to the parties concerned to endorse the Declaration and which should 
be, in my opinion, adopted within the first  half  of  the International Decade as far  as possible and 
second half  should be time for  implementation as part of  the Decade. 

So far  the new constitution of  Nepal has guaranteed the nationalities the right to have 
education in their mother languages up to the primary level. But no effort  has been yet made in 
implementing this provision. In 1993, HMG of  Nepal had formed  a National Committee to 
observe the Int'l Year of  the World's IPs but couldn't produce any positive result. Contrary to that 
NEFEN and indigenous activists also formed  a National Committee .under the Chairmanship of 
Ramananda Pd. Singh Tharu (ex Attorney - General) and that very committee was converted into 
the Naitonal Committee to observe the International Decade. Among the activities of  the later 
Committee a Consultation Seminar on Self-identification  and Rehabilitation with the cooperation 
of  the AIPP was/is worth noting and unprecendent in Nepal. Another notable work was that 
NEFEN had the privilege and honour of  hosting the proposed 2nd AIPP General Assembly at 
Pokhara, Nepal, but it was a matter of  utmost regret that it couldn't succeed due to the 
deportation of  the key-person Mr. L. Luithui, General Secretary of  the AIPP by the HMG/Nepal. 
In Jan. 30, 1996 the HMG Nepal has formed  a Task Force to establish a National Foundation for 
the Upliftment  of  Nationalities. The Task Force has submitted its final  report to the body 
concerned. 

Before  concluding, Mme. Chairperson, I would like to draw the kind attention of  the 
Special Rapporteur A. Martinez for  a visit to Nepal, if  possible, so that he could consider and 
include the relevant issues of  the nationalities concerned in his report which will be highly 
appreciated. 

I am very grateful,  happy and honoured to be here with the support of  the UN VFIP. 

Aalangne Sewanne! (Warm regards) 

Thank you very much for  your kind attention. 


